
FURTHER HELP AND SUPPORT
 

Pace:  Parents against child sexual exploitation

helps parents across the UK understand what is

happening to their child and how they can leave

exploitative relationships.  www.paceuk.info

 Parents Protect: helps parents and carers

protect children from sexual abuse and

exploitation by providing child safety resources.   

www.parentsprotect.co.uk   Tel: 0808 1000 900

The Children's Society: Provides useful

information and resources in relation to CSE.   

 www.childrenssociety.org.uk

CEOP: Provides information, advice and

resources for supporting your child with their

online safety   www.ceop.police.uk

Brook: Provides useful guides to sexual health

and wellbeing   www.brook.org.uk

BISH: Provides useful guides to talking about

sex, relationships and pornography with your

teenager   www.bishuk.com/parents

NSPCC: provides a wide range of services

including information for parents on their

website and a helpline number.

www.nspcc.org.uk parent helpline: 0808 800

5000

YMCA WiSE PARENT AND
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This guide provides information about the types of

offences related to child sexual exploitation under the

Sexual Offences Act 2003.
 

Types of Offences
 

Preparatory Offences
 

Administering a substance with intent (Sexual Offences Act section 61)

This applies where a substance is given to a child without their consent in

order to deliberately intoxicate them to enable another person to engage

in sexual acts with them.

Committing an offence with the intent to commit a sexual offence (Sexual

Offences Act section 62)

This applies where a child is forcibly held against their will or taken

somewhere against their will with intent to commit a sexual offence.

 

Grooming Offences

 

Meeting a child following sexual grooming (Sexual Offences Act section

15)

This applies if an adult (aged 18 or over) has communicated with a child

under 16 (including over the internet) at least once and communicates

plans to meet up with them, then an offence is committed. It is not

necessary for the adult to set off on the journey. The adult must intend to

commit a sexual offence and must not reasonably believe the child to be

over 16.

 

Offences relating to pornography and prostitution

 

The offences are listed under sections 45–53 and include indecent

photographs of children aged 16 to 17; causing or inciting ‘child

prostitution’, controlling a ‘child prostitute’ or a child involved in

pornography and arranging or facilitating ‘child prostitution’ or

pornography.

 

Trafficking Offences

 

Trafficking within the UK for sexual exploitation (Sexual Offences Act

section 58)

Trafficking is defined as the intentional arrangement or facilitation of a

person’s arrival in the UK, exit from the UK or travel within the UK with the

intention that the person concerned will be involved in sexual exploitation.

Even if your child is regularly taken to the other side of your hometown,

then this charge could be brought against a perpetrator, providing it could

be proved that it was in order to facilitate child sexual exploitation.

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sexual Offences against a child under 13

 

Rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault of a child under 13

(Sexual Offences Act sections 5-7)

If a child is under 13 years old then in law s/he is automatically regarded

as not able to consent to sexual activity. This is the case even if s/he

expressed consent or believes that s/he is able to decide whether or not to

consent to sexual activity. Sexual intercourse with a child under 13 is

therefore automatically seen as rape.

Causing or inciting a child under 13 to engage in sexual activity (Sexual

Offences Act section 8)

This offence covers inciting a child to participate in penetrative and non-

penetrative sexual acts either with the offender him/herself, or with a

third party. ‘Inciting’ could include texting a child with promises of a

reward for sexual activities, or suggesting a potential sexual act. It also

covers an adult making a child perform a sexual act such as stripping or

masturbation.

 

Sexual offences against a child under 16

 

Sexual activity with a child (Sexual Offences Act section 9)

Sexual activity with a child encompasses sexual offences against children

under 16 that involve both penetrative and non-penetrative acts. The

law’s interpretation of sexual activity can include kissing, groping,

inappropriate touching and even virtual activity, such as encouraging a

child to send intimate photographs of themselves via SMS or social media.

Causing or inciting a child to engage in sexual activity (Sexual Offences

Act section 10)

If your child will not disclose sexual assault, but you find suggestive texts

messages from a perpetrator about potential sexual activity, (and they are

under 16), then an offence has been committed, even if you cannot prove

the activity actually occurred.

Engaging in sexual activity in the presence of a child (Sexual Offences Act

section 11)

This offence is committed in circumstances where an offender, for the

purposes of sexual gratification, intentionally engages in a sexual activity

in the knowledge that a child under 16 is present or in a place where the

activity can be observed. Additionally the offender must be aware that the

child is aware of the activity.

Causing a child to watch a sexual act (Sexual Offences Act section 12)

This offence is committed in circumstances where an offender, for the

purposes of sexual gratification, intentionally causes a child under 16 to

watch a third person engaging in a sexual activity, or to look at an image

of any person engaging in a sexual activity. 

 

 

 

 

Offences committed by those in a position of

trust

 
• Sexual activity with a child (Sexual Offences Act section 16)

• Causing or inciting a child to engage in sexual activity (Sexual

Offences Act section 17) 

• Sexual activity in the presence of a child (Sexual Offences Act

section 18)

• Causing a child to watch a sexual act (Sexual Offences Act

section

It is prohibited for any person in a position of trust to have sexual

contact with any child under 18 even if the defendant claims the

child gave their consent. This covers situations such as looking

after a child in a hospital, care home or an educational institution

and children looked after under care orders. The obvious people it

applies to are teachers, clinicians and care-workers, but it also

applies to anybody who provides specific services to children (ie

careers advice, after school clubs, youth clubs, performance/sports

societies) and anybody who is regularly involved in caring for,

training, or supervising children.

 

Offences of Rape and Sexual Assault

 
Rape, sexual assault and causing a person to engage in sexual

activity without consent (Sexual Offences Act sections 1–4)

Rape is defined as penetration of the vagina, anus or mouth by a

penis where the victim does not consent and the offender does

not reasonably believe that the victim consents. Sexual assault

includes assault by penetration and causing or inciting a person to

engage in sexual activity without consent.

 

Consent

 
Section 74 of the Act defines consent as having the freedom and

capacity to choose whether to engage in sexual activity or not. In

cases of child sexual exploitation, the child is often unable to

refuse sexual activity because violence or threats are used against

them or s/he is held against their will. So even if the child is over

16, non-consensual offences such as sexual assault and sexual

assault by penetration may have been committed if the child’s

freedom to choose was restricted. People with additional needs or

impaired mental faculties may not have the capacity to consent. A

person of any age who is intoxicated with drugs or alcohol also

does not have the capacity to consent to sexual activity.

 

 


