
FURTHER HELP AND SUPPORT
 

Pace:  Parents against child sexual exploitation

helps parents across the UK understand what is

happening to their child and how they can leave

exploitative relationships.  www.paceuk.info

 Parents Protect: helps parents and carers

protect children from sexual abuse and

exploitation by providing child safety resources.   

www.parentsprotect.co.uk   Tel: 0808 1000 900

The Children's Society: Provides useful

information and resources in relation to CSE.   

 www.childrenssociety.org.uk

CEOP: Provides information, advice and

resources for supporting your child with their

online safety   www.ceop.police.uk

Brook: Provides useful guides to sexual health

and wellbeing   www.brook.org.uk

BISH: Provides useful guides to talking about

sex, relationships and pornography with your

teenager   www.bishuk.com/parents

NSPCC: provides a wide range of services

including information for parents on their

website and a helpline number.

www.nspcc.org.uk parent helpline: 0808 800

5000

YMCA WiSE PARENT AND
CARER'S GUIDE TO POLICE
DISRUPTION TOOLS

FOR MORE
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SEE OUR WEBSITE:

www.ymcadlg.org/wise
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This guide provides information

about the civil prevention orders the

police can use to disrupt child sexual

exploitation.

 

 

Sexual Risk Orders (SRO)

 

A Sexual Risk Order can impose

restrictions on a perpetrator, such as

limiting their internet use, preventing

them from approaching or being

alone with a named child, or

restricting their travel abroad. It can

be issued by a court after police

application if it is satisfied that the

individual has done an act of a

sexual nature.

 

 

 

 

 

Child Abduction Warning Notices (CAWN)

 

Child Abduction Warning Notices can be issued against

individuals who are suspected of grooming children by stating

that they have no permission to associate with the named child

and that if they do so they can be arrested under the Child

Abduction Act 1984 and Children Act 1989. They can be a useful

tool for parents because they require a statement from the

person(s) with parental responsibility for the child. This is

important if you identify a risk as a parent, but your child insists

that the person is a legitimate ‘friend’ or ‘boy/girlfriend’.

However, breaching the conditions of the notice does not

automatically mean an offence has been committed because it

must be proven that the adult has ‘taken’ or ‘detained’ the child,

which may be difficult to prove if the child insists they remained

with the offender willingly. Police are only able to issue them for

children up to the age of 18 if they are in the care of the local

authority. They can only be issued to children up to the age of 16

if they are living at home. 

In order for a notice to be served, a child under the age of 16 (or

18 if in care) must: 

• Be reported missing and found on two or more occasions in the

company of a suspect. 

OR 

• Be the subject of reports that suggests their behaviour and

association with a suspect is giving significant cause for concern.

If the police agree to issue a notice, then they will require a

parental responsibility statement from you. The statement

should include: 

• Where parental responsibility lies. 

• The fact that restrictions and wishes of the parent have been

made clear to the child. 

• The concerns the parent has for the child due to the

association. 

• Confirmation of the child’s name, age and date of birth.

Parents should also provide the clearest, most up-to-date

photograph as possible of their child, in order for the police to

fully identify them to the suspect when issuing the CAWN.
 

 
 

 

 

Closure notices and hotel

information requests

 

Under the 2014 Anti-social Behaviour,

Crime and Policing Act police have the

power to close down premises used to

commit sex offences. To issue a closure,

the police officer must have reasonable

grounds to believe that the premises

were, or are likely to be, used for child

sex offences and that closure is needed

to prevent the place from being used for

activities related to child sex offences.

Police can also request information

about hotel guests, such as their name

and address, from hotels or similar

locations if they reasonably believe that

child sexual exploitation is taking place

there.

 

 


