
The experiences and views of children 
and young people’s hopes for the future

What we were told fell
into 5 themes:
-Essentials to Thrive
-Safety
-Health and wellbeing
-Community & Inclusion 
-Climate Change

The top issues affecting
children and young
people's lives were:
-Mental Health
-Climate Change
-Ending knife crime
-Homelessness/Housing
-Employment

Children and young
people engaged via
street consultations,
focus groups, online
surveys or youth events

Young volunteers
facilitated the
consultation across
Sussex and parts 
of Surrey
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'I want a comfortable life, with a
home and a family, but I dont think
this will happen easily' 

..want to be taught
in school about: job
searches, interview

skills, budgeting,
debt and practical

aspects of renting/
buying a home.

..are concerned
about finances: the

cost of living,
affordability of rent
and mortgages and
staying above the

poverty line.

..would like more
free youth clubs, 
 workshops, clubs

and classes.

..feel concerned
about a lack of

jobs and are
worried that

there is a lot of
competition.



..experience pressure
within the education

system, from
childhood to adulthood,
pressure around social
media and pressure to

support their peers with
their mental health.

..think that
professionals within
the education system

could be trained to
understand mental

health issues and how
to respond to them.
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..are worried about
the future of the NHS
and how any changes
will affect their
future health
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..want more
conversations around
mental health issues

to happen.

 
..think that the biggest

issue attached to
mental health issues is

Stigma.



..are aware of and affected by
criminal groups in Sussex and
Surrey. They feel fear for their
safety, particularly around knife
crime.
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..do not always feel fully
protected by the police in
relation to violent crime

or gangs.
 
 
 
 

..feel that having more 
youth service provision
 would reduce this fear

 and give them 
somewhere safe to go.

..believe that education
should be offered around
gangs, county lines, knife
crime and violent crime.

..rely on their friends
to keep them safe and
are heavily influenced

by their peers.
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Young People... 



..want more ways to
have their say and

share their
experiences.

..feel that people in their communities
do not understand each other and

discriminate.

..are affected 
by discrimination 

within 
their community.

..want to find ways 
to bring the 

generations together, 
such as 

community events.

..are strongly affected
by homelessness.

..want the right to vote at 16!



 
..are gravely concerned

about climate change, are
looking for leadership and

want governments,
businesses and society to

act now.

..spoke about actions to reduce
waste, reduce packaging, eradicate

single-use plastics, promote
veganism and stop disposable

fashion.

..want
their voices heard, but

often feel disempowered.

..feel that votes at 16 will
strengthen their voice.

 

YoungYoung  
people...people...

..dislike people littering.

climate 

emergency



SHAPE. YOUR.
FUTURE.

@ymcarighthere

@ymcarighthere


