
Fundraising  
hints and tips
Set up your online fundraising page
An online page will make it easy for people to donate. Don’t forget to check 
out our guide to setting up a page, click here.  

Extra fundraising activities
Organise other fundraising activities to boost your fundraising total. This 
could be a bake sale at your work place, or a bric-a-brac sale at your local 
sports club!

Get others involved
Fundraising is often easier as a team! Recruit others to take part in Sleep 
Easy and make it a team effort, as well as a fun night together.

Don’t forget Gift Aid!
Gift Aid provides an extra 25p per pound to YMCA DownsLink Group 
–  encourage your donors to complete the Gift Aid declaration when they 
donate.

Make the donations real to your supporters
Every donation makes a difference – make it real by providing examples:  
£8 can buy a homeless young person food for the day  
£20 could provide a bed for the night 
£40 can pay for two weeks counselling for a vulnerable young person

Tell the story of why you are getting involved
You are making a difference to vulnerable young people in your community. 
Check out Sam’s story to see the sort of difference you could make!

https://www.ymcadlg.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Online-Sponsorship-Instructions-v1.pdf


Sam moved into YMCA DLG accommodation in 2017 when family issues 
left him without a safe space to stay. Sam was provided with a comfortable 
room and a place to rest his head, but he was also provided with the 
encouragement and tools he needed to begin to change his life.

Whilst in YMCA DLG accommodation, Sam rediscovered his love for trains. He 
spent some time volunteering at a local miniature railway and dreamed of 
becoming a train driver. But like many young people in our accommodation, 
Sam didn’t know how to make his dream a reality. 

Sam was assigned a YMCA DLG Skills Advisor called 
Suzi. She worked with Sam, helping him to build 
his confidence and draft his CV, providing in Sam’s 
words ‘different ideas I hadn’t thought of, or had 
thought of but had discounted as unrealistic or 
not possible.’ Suzi encouraged Sam to apply for different jobs and when a 
role came up at a local train station, assisting members of the public, Sam 
jumped at the opportunity. Sam applied and got offered the job on the spot – 
starting his journey in the world of work! 

It costs just £13.37 for an hour with a Skills Advisor, but it could make a 
lifetime of difference to a young person like Sam. Thank you for taking 
part in Sleep Easy 2020.  

Sam’s story

YMCA DownsLink Group 
(YMCA DLG) provide so much 
more than a safe space to 
stay. We provide additional 
services and advice to ensure 
a young person can work 
towards a future where they 
will never find themselves at 
risk of homelessness again.


